






Regular Meeting  Agenda  June 10, 2014  

City Council Page 4 Printed 6/6/2014 

NOTICE  
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Liberty will provide reasonable accommodation for 
persons attending and/or participating in this Council Meeting.  To better serve you, requests must be made at least 
24 hours prior to the meeting.  Contact the City at (936) 336 -3684 or by Fax at (936) 336 -9846.  The building is 
wheelcha ir accessible, with parking available, on the west side of the building.  
 
 
I certify that the attached Notice and Agenda of items  to be considered by the City Council was removed by me from 
the bulletin board at the City Hall on the ________ day of ____________________, 2014.       
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Special Called Meeting  Agenda  April 22, 2014  

City Council Page 3 Printed 5/27/2014 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

City Manager Gary Broz reported that Council had previously discussed using Sam Rayburn 
Municipal Power Agency surplus funds for various proposed projects, to include new playground 
equipment.  Mr. Broz reviewed a slideshow of the current playground equipment at the City's 
various parks and their state of disrepair.  Mr. Broz reported that $50,000 in SRMPA funds had 
been allotted for this project, along with a $10,000 grant from the Daniels Trust. 

 

Mr. Broz stated that various playground equipment had been researched and presented photos 
of new equipment.   Lengthy discussion ensued regarding type of equipment, materials and 
construction, durability, costs, safety and other related topics.  

 

A motion was made to replace the wooden playground equipment at the Liberty Municipal Park 
with new equipment to be purchased from The PlayWell Group, which includes installation, 
wood chip ground surface, and playground border for a total cost of $43,159.00.  

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Louie Potetz, Councilperson 
SECONDER: David Arnold, Councilperson 
AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Beasley, Jordan, Potetz, Simonson, Arnold 

V. WORK SESSION 

1. Work Session (ID # 2987) 

Discussion of current and future goals, objectives and action plans. 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

City Manager Gary Broz reviewed previous handouts of current projects, major challenges and 
a needs list.  Mr. Broz requested that Council provide direction for particular areas of focus for 
the upcoming fiscal year. 

 

Comments began with a lengthy discussion regarding drug issues.  Police Chief Billy Tidwell 
responded to Council's concerns to include undercover officers, drug dogs, repeat drug 
offenders, condemnation of dilapidated motels, and other related topics.  Additional discussion 
included surveillance/security equipment, locating quality applicants, employee retention, police 
academy, and possibly contracting with employees for a specified number of years.  Mr. Broz 
stated that the Fire Department also has issues with finding qualified applicants and employee 
retention. 

 

Chief Tidwell continued by clarifying information on the Police Department's monthly reports, 
and based on Council's direction, would restructure the reports to more clearly measure specific 
information.  Chief Tidwell further stated that the national average of clearance rates for Part 1 
crimes (murder, rape, robbery, aggravated assault, burglary, larceny, auto theft) is 
approximately 22%.  Each law enforcement agency's Uniform Crime Report is sent to the Texas 
Department of Public Safety, who in turns sends the State report to the FBI.  Chief Tidwell 
reported the Liberty Police Department's clearance rate for Part 1 crimes in 2013, was 46%, 
having exceeded the national average in each Part 1 crime category.  
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 The City of Liberty   
 City Council 1829 Sam Houston  
  Liberty , TX  77575  
 Regular Meeting www.cityofliberty.org  
 

 ~ Minutes ~ Dianne Tidwell  
  City Secretary  
  (936) 336 -3684  
 

Tuesday, May 13, 2014  6:00 PM City Council Chambers  

City Council Page 1 Printed 6/6/2014 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 
Carl Pickett Mayor Present  
Diane Huddleston Mayor Pro Tem Present  
Dennis Beasley Councilperson Present  
Frank Jordan Councilperson Present  
Louie Potetz Councilperson Present  
Libby Simonson Councilperson Present  
David Arnold Councilperson Present  
Gary Broz City Manager Present  
Dianne Tidwell City Secretary Present  
Randy Gunter City Attorney Present  

II. INVOCATION 
The Invocation was given by Chris Contreras, Pastor of New Work Family Worship Center. 

III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The Pledge to the American and Texas flags was led by Liberty High School Senior, Holly 
Harris. 

IV. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF GUESTS AND VISITORS / PUBLIC 
COMMENT 
Public Comment is reserved for members of the public who would like to address the City Council regarding agenda 
and non-agenda items.  Please be aware that, under Texas Law, the Council may not deliberate or take any action 
during Citizen's comments for items not on the agenda.  In some situations, City Staff may be able to respond to the 
public comment with a factual statement or clarification. The City Council may have the item placed on a future 
agenda for action or refer the item to Management and Staff for study or conclusion. 
 
Mayor Pickett welcomed guests and visitors, opening the floor for public comment to those 
individuals wishing to address the Council.  Mr. Lee Stearnes, 1409 Maple Street, expressed his 
concerns regarding loose dogs in his neighborhood. 
 
Mayor Pickett reported 1) that there would be a Ground Breaking Ceremony for the new Street 
Project on Friday, May 16th at  2:00 p.m.  This groundbreaking marks the beginning of the 
construction for a project that will bring growth and expansion within the City, and 2) City 
Manager evaluations are to be turned in to the Mayor by Thursday, June 5th. 

V. PRESENTATIONS / REPORTS 

A. Information Item (ID # 2996) 
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Regular Meeting  Agenda  May 13, 2014  

City Council Page 8 Printed 6/6/2014 

 

Bruce's General Construction (low proposer) bid is as follows: 

 

Base bid  Bldg. Construction $174,900 

Alternate #1  Veneer Stone  $7,200 

Alternate #2  Metal Roof  $15,000 

 

TOTAL      $197,100 

 

A motion was made to award construction of the new restroom facility at the Liberty Municipal 
Park to Bruce's General Construction, in the amount of $197,100, and to authorize an increase 
in the contract, in an amount not to exceed $9000, for the paved parking and sidewalks in front 
of the new building. 

RESULT: APPROVED [6 TO 0] 
MOVER: Frank Jordan, Councilperson 
SECONDER: Diane Huddleston, Mayor Pro Tem 
AYES: Pickett, Huddleston, Beasley, Jordan, Simonson, Arnold 
ABSTAIN: Louie Potetz 

VIII. ADJOURNMENT 

A. Motion To: Adjourn 

. 
 
 
             
       Carl Pickett, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 
____________________________ 
Dianne Tidwell, City Secretary 
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 06/10/14 06:00 PM 
 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Street Issues 
   
   

 COUNCIL ACTION (ID # 3022) DOC ID: 3022  
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 06/10/14 06:00 PM 
 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Misc. 
   
   

 COUNCIL ACTION (ID # 3023) DOC ID: 3023  
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 06/10/14 06:00 PM 
 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Water Issues 
   
   

 COUNCIL ACTION (ID # 3024) DOC ID: 3024  
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 06/10/14 06:00 PM 
 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Water Issues 
   
   

 COUNCIL ACTION (ID # 3025) DOC ID: 3025  
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 06/10/14 06:00 PM 
 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Misc. Projects 
   
   

 COUNCIL ACTION (ID # 3026) DOC ID: 3026  
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 The City of Liberty Meeting: 06/10/14 06:00 PM 
 City Council 
 1829 Sam Houston Department: Administration 
 Liberty, TX  77575 Category: Property Sale 
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